
Parallel to this we have a Government system that has 
yet to fully embrace transparent decision-making or a 
culture of Open Government. Decisions on significant 
resource allocations are still made on the basis of 
favouritism and without recourse to the evidence 
base, equality proofing or regulatory impact. Some 
very senior public service staff are still appointed by 
Ministers; the Official Secrets Act is retained; and 
senior civil servants remain largely unaccountable for 
their actions.

The Social Democrats have a plan to open up 
Government and to tackle white collar crime 
and corruption. We believe this can improve 
accountability, end cronyism, and restore confidence 
in public life.

The Social Democrats are advocating 
the following:

• Establish a new law enforcement body, an 
Independent Anti-Corruption Agency (IACA), to 
tackle white collar crime and corruption in the 
corporate world and political spheres;

• The IACA would act as a standing Commission of 
Investigation and would end the need for expensive 
and ineffective Tribunals of Inquiry;

• The IACA would initially assume some/all of the 
remit of a number of existing bodies including the 
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Standards in Public Office Commission; the Office 
of the Director of Corporate Enforcement; the 
Registrar of Lobbyists and the Competition and 
Consumer Protection Commission. It would act as 
an advisory body to several other public bodies;

• The IACA would have a monitoring and investigative 
role over public procurement activities, and would 
be able to conduct sectoral reviews and initiate 
investigations as it saw fit;

• Establish a new Dáil oversight committee, called 
the Public Interest Committee, to oversee IACA and 
Ministerial resource allocation decisions;

• Update anti-corruption legislation, to include, 
among other things, minimum standards for 
eligibility to hold public office, requiring serving 
politicians to declare significant liabilities as well as 
assets, reforming the law on lobbying, and stronger 
gift and hospitality rules for public servants

• Abolish the Official Secrets Act which we believe is 
inconsistent with whistle-blowing legislation

• Reform the Ministers and Secretaries Act, to make 
senior civil servants accountable for their actions

• Introduce a clear and transparent system of 
resource allocation, where allocations are based 
on objective, pre-constructed and evidence-based 
criteria
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• Publish extensive data in open source as part of the 
introduction of a general presumption of openness 
in relation to State-held data.

• Allow free and open access to searches on the 
Company Registration Office, the Land Registry 
and the new register of Beneficial Ownership of 
Companies.

• Create a new free to access register of land 
ownership and land sale prices.

• Introduce a requirement that all major consumer-
focused companies that trade here must publish full 
financial accounts of their activities here.

• Ensure a new system of judicial appointments is 
introduced so that qualification is based on an 
exam/open competition.

• Vet all senior appointments by Oireachtas 
Committee.

• New laws to ensure that proper records are kept of 
decisions made within Government Departments 
and Agencies

Open up Government and 
Tackling Corruption


