
Ending Child Poverty

This is simply unacceptable. Every year we hear this 
appalling statistic, but very little is done about it – 
several Government Departments treat it as an after-
thought. 

Child Poverty deprives thousands of our youngest 
citizens of the chance to flourish and reach their 
potential, and it perpetuates class and social division in 
future generations. 

Allowing children fall behind so early in life stores up 
huge problems for the future, and it costs society dearly 
in the long run.

Ending consistent child poverty by the early 2020s 
is readily achievable. Yet, amazingly, it’s still not 
Government policy. 

The Social Democrats believe the eradication of child 
poverty over the next few years should be a major 
all-of-Government target. We want to see a new 
national strategy to tackle this problem so that there 
is a renewed effort on the part of all Government 
Departments and Agencies to end consistent child 
poverty once and for all. 

Some of the measures we would 
advocate include:
• Set official all-of-Government target of ending 

Consistent Child Poverty by the early 2020s – led by 
An Taoiseach;

• Replicate targeted area-based investment 
similar to the YoungBallymun programme in other 
disadvantaged areas to allow larger numbers of 
children to benefit from a programme with proven 
success in improving learning and well-being 
outcomes;

It’s a huge indictment of our country that one in nine, or about 132,000, of our 

children grow up in consistent poverty. In practical terms, this means they live in a 

household with a very low income and go without basics such as food or heat, or they 

face social exclusion.

• Provide free primary education to all children to cover 
the costs of transport, books and classroom resources;

• Increase funding for TUSLA and recruit additional social 
workers, childcare workers, social care workers and 
other front-line staff to deal with the chronic shortage of 
intervention and prevention services for highly vulnerable 
children;

• Support the continued roll-out of the Affordable 
Childcare Scheme;

• Introduce a new Early Years Payment for all parents 
of young children and support the introduction of paid 
parental leave and extended unpaid parental leave;

• Reintroduce the full earnings disregard for lone parents;

• Increase the Back to School Clothing and Footwear 
Allowance;

• Improve funding to the DEIS programme and target the 
needs of disadvantaged students outside these areas. 
Expand the number of special needs assistants;

• Prioritise housing and start reducing the number of 
children living in hotel rooms and other emergency 
accommodation;

• Extend the school meals programme on a priority basis 
to ensure that all children have access to nutritious food;

• Implement a range of programmes and initiatives 
of support to parents in the critical 0-3 stage of 
development, focusing on parental well-being and early 
infant development;

• Roll-out Sláintecare which will provide for the ramping up 
of frontline primary care services, including speech and 
language therapists, occupational therapists and public 
health nurses;

• Poverty-proof all Budgets and set against the targets of 
the new Anti-Poverty Strategy.


