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Investing in Play, Sport and Recreation 

Social Democrats Councillors are committed to prioritising play, sport and 
recreation for all age levels.  
 
We want to strengthen social infrastructure for everyone, but with a particular 
focus on the 1.3 million people aged 18 and under in Ireland. 
 
Too often, when we talk about play or recreation facilities, the focus is on 
young children and playgrounds. We all know that having some down-time is 
vital for our health – both physical and mental but what about our teenagers?  
 
Our young people spend more and more time in school or online. This 
sedentary lifestyle can lead to physical and mental health problems. They can 
often feel lonely and isolated – and may feel overwhelmed by the real life and 
virtual worlds that they occupy at the same time.  
 
Our young people deserve age-appropriate facilities and services to allow them 
an outlet for their passions and interests; be it sport, music, theatre and arts or 
simply just safe spaces in which to congregate and meet friends. Much of the 
anti-social behaviour affecting communities could be averted if our young 
people were empowered to participate more fully in engaging activities which 
align with their interests.  
 
A recent survey of 500 young people by South Dublin County Council found 
that most young people just want places to hang out. That council will now 
spend €500,000 to provide such places, including a robust activity area for 
teenagers, a giant bench to sit and chat on, as well as areas where there are 
multi use games and free wifi. All our council areas need these kinds of 
facilities for our young people. 

For the sake of our young people’s health and well-being they deserve places 
to be themselves, act like teenagers, entertain themselves and enjoy their 
limited free time. 

Our approach to supporting young people is part of an integrated, inclusive 
strategy on recreation for all ages, which is an essential part of building 
sustainable communities with a high quality of life for everyone.  
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We are making the following specific commitments:

Provide Playgrounds 

Our Councillors will prioritise the 
provision of playgrounds and we are 
particularly anxious to provide side by 
side play opportunities for people with 
disabilities. Our Councillors have already 
delivered a successful model in 
Greystones. Co. Wicklow that could be 
replicated. 

Playgrounds should be seen as not only an 
investment in children but as a great way 
to bring communities together, foster 
social interaction and provide a focal 
point for parents and grand-parents. We 
want to see greater provision of 
playgrounds across the country but 
particularly in counties with high 
population growth over the past few 
years. 

We are conscious that the positioning of 
playgrounds in local communities is an 
important factor for consideration in 
order to promote community buy-in, to 
reduce the risk of vandalism and to 
minimise anti-social activity. Public 
consultation will be a vital part of every 
playground proposal. 

Invest in Youth Facilities 

Having some down time is vital to our 
health. But where do teenagers go for 
this? Our young people spend more and 
more time in school or online. This 
sedentary lifestyle can lead to physical 
and mental health problems. They are 
often lonely and isolated – and may feel 
overwhelmed by the real life and virtual 
worlds that they occupy at the same time.  

One of the biggest priorities of Social 
Democrats candidates is the provision of 
additional community facilities for young 
people.  

With cut-backs in recent years, there has 
not been enough investment in facilities 
and services for young people.  

Nonetheless, some Councils have shown 
that even with limited resources and by 
engaging in a genuine partnership with 
the community, they can play a key part 
in helping their local communities provide 
for this age group.  

Social Democrats Councillors are 
committed to maximising Council 
resources in terms of empty or under-
used buildings, community/sports 
support workers, Council facilities etc. to 
improve youth services and in particular 
to offer alternatives to young people who 
don’t engage in mainstream sports and 
activities. 

For the sake of our young people’s health 
and well-being they deserve places to be 
themselves, act like teenagers, entertain 
themselves and enjoy their limited free 
time.  

Renew Focus on Community 

Facilities and Shared Spaces 

Ireland has poor social infrastructure and 
were it not for the tremendous success of 
voluntary organisations such as the GAA 
and others, we would have very little 
indeed.  

There needs to be a renewed focus on 
bringing our communities together and 
investing in shared spaces.  
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The Social Democrats want to set a 
general target of a community centre in 
every significant population base in 
Ireland. This can be made available to 
young and old alike and funded by an 
enhanced Sports Capital Programme and 
the two Regeneration Funds earmarked 
under the National Development Plan. 

We can also do so much better with the 
community facilities we already have or 
those that are in planning. The model 
developed in Fingal Co. Council, known as 
the “Fingal Schools model”, is a very good 
example whereby it was agreed to co-
locate new schools with community 
facilities on sites made available by the 
Council. We would like to see this model 
replicated in other areas.  

We believe all schools should be made 
available for after-hours community use 
where this is feasible from a security and 
residential amenity point of view. 

Better Sports Facilities 

We should be seeking through the Sports 
Capital Grants Programme to provide an 
open access MUGA pitch in every 
community (multi use games area) where 
that is feasible. These have worked very 
well in several communities where an 
appropriate location was identified and 
where strong community support was 
forthcoming. 

Social Democrats Councillors will play an 
active part in maximising the funding of 
community facilities, such as swimming 
pools, skate parks etc through the Sports 
Capital Programme and we are 
committing that if in Government we will 
maintain a funding programme on an 
annual basis.   

We want to expand the number of parks 
with strip lighting so that joggers can use 
parks safely after dark. 

The Social Democrats also wish to 
maximise playing time for local sports 
clubs on Council pitches. The upkeep of 
some Council facilities leaves a lot to be 
desired. Poor drainage, irregular mowing, 
poor maintenance, or indeed closing 
down pitches/facilities at certain times of 
the year all impact on how active our 
children, young people and adults can be. 
This is unacceptable. It breaks very 
positive routines and is a factor in children 
dropping out of sport. We will seek to end 
the practice of Councils shutting down 
playing pitches during the year (other 
than for genuine reasons of maintenance 
or pitch recovery).   

Promote Active lives 

The emergence in recent years in certain 
Council areas of mid-night leagues, 
passports for leisure, and the Park Run 
phenomenon shows that Councils can 
play a huge role in keeping people active 
– and at relatively low marginal costs. We 
will seek to expand these across the 
country. 

We will also seek to improve access to 
and expand the number of public 
allotments and community gardens. 

We believe the Council can also play a 
strong role in supporting local Arts groups 
and we will look to support such groups in 
our communities. 

Social Democrats Councillors will ensure 
that there is a play and activities plan for 
every age category in every local 
authority in which we are represented. 
We will place an absolute focus on driving 



 
 

5 
 

up participation in sports and activities for 
all age groups. We are particularly keen 
on driving up and maintaining high 
participation rates in sports for girls.   

Support Festivals & Culture Events 

There are some fantastic examples around 
the country where Councils have 
partnered with local communities to 
deliver superb local festivals, cultural and 
heritage events. These events promote a 
strong sense of place and civic pride in 
our communities, and drive tourism and 
economic activity.  

Social Democrats Councillors are keen to 
promote such activities in our Councils 
and we will use the resources of our 
Council as a key enabler for further 
events. We are also keen to address the 

escalating insurance costs faced by such 
events. 

Put Strong Focus on Libraries 

One of the success stories of Irish Local 
Government has been our libraries. The 
Social Democrats value the role libraries 
play and see them as a key tool in 
promoting adult literacy, life-long 
learning and community engagement. 
We want to put libraries as the focal 
point in our communities. We welcome 
recent improvements in relation to library 
fines and support the national strategy, 
Our Public Libraries 2022. We will ensure 
that Councils retain a strong focus on 
libraries and we will seek to expand the 
number of libraries and range of library 
services wherever possible.
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