
The Good Friday (Belfast) Agreement remains the 
cornerstone of policy of the People of Ireland for our 
own political future. This is a living and developing 
process through the St. Andrews Agreement (2005), 
Hillsborough Agreement (2010) and Stormont House 
Agreement (2015) “A Fresh Start” (which dealt with 
paramilitaries, peace walls but parked legacy issues).  
The process of implementation of the agreement and 
its successors has slowed dramatically and successive 
Dublin governments have had an aloof position. This 
has also suited the two dominant parties in Northern 
Ireland, to the detriment of smaller political parties 
(particularly those who decline to be pigeonholed 
as either Nationalist or Unionist).  Civil Society and 
non-party political organisations have also been left 
behind unless they fall into narrow definitions related 
to cross-border or cross-community.  

The Social Democrats will engage positively with 
all such groups to ensure that their voice is heard 
in Dublin, which has a duty as guarantor of the 
agreement. Such groups include service providers 
filling a void left by failures of government, trade 
unions, rights based groups and others not currently 
represented.

 “...it is for the people of Ireland alone, by agreement between the two parts 

respectively and without external impediment, to exercise their right of self-

determination on the basis of consent, freely and concurrently given, North and 

South, to bring about a United Ireland, accepting that this right must be achieved 

and exercised with and subject to the agreement and consent of a majority of the 

people of Northern Ireland”. (i)

With the imminent departure of Great Britain & 
Northern Ireland from the EU (“Brexit”), there has 
been much talk of a united Ireland, despite the 
absence of any roadmap to get there, or any new 
argument for persuading a majority to vote for it. 
Further, there is no plan as to what would happen after 
unification.

The Social Democrats believe:

• That a new United Ireland, achieved by consent 
has the real potential to benefit the people of the 
entire island economically, politically and culturally. 
We will therefore work towards achieving this in 
a spirit of mutual respect of and by the two parts 
of the island and based on a foundation of Social 
Democratic principles. 

• We believe that a narrow political focus on 
marginally out-voting the majority to change 
the status quo and the politicisation of cultural 
division (e.g. the Irish language and institutionalised 
sectarianism at Stormont) reduces the prospect of 
the unification of the People. 
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• A border poll(ii) should occur once a Green Paper(iii)  
- an options paper - process has been completed 
and the conditions for such a poll, as set down in 
the Good Friday Agreement, are met. A border 
poll without any clear idea of what is to happen 
next is purely a sectarian headcount which suits 
only the two large parties in Northern Ireland. The 
Green Paper consultation needs to have broad and 
inclusive submissions, to address key challenges 
e.g. currency, apportionment of UK debt for citizens 
of NI(iv), EU arrangements, Constitutional reform, 
a universal health system, fusing legal and civil 
service systems (including pensions), security, 
strengthening the 42(v) local authority areas, tax, 
social welfare and cultural issues. The Green Paper 
should address what needs to be done before a 
border poll is carried out, what immediate changes 
are required to occur in the event there is a 
successful outcome, what transitory arrangements 
are required and which are desirable. There is, 
however, much that can be done to unite people 
without a border poll focusing on mere territory but 
instead a focus on services to the public – north and 
south – being improved. 

• The fullest co-operation between agencies and 
bodies on both sides of the border should be 
encouraged, supported and funded, where such 
work leads to practical positive outcomes rather 
than driven by a political goal.  The two parts 
of the island have no option but to coordinate 
in relation to matters such as the environment, 
animal health, fisheries, and mobile telephone 
signalling. But these areas of co-operation should 
be expanded, in particular with regard to public 
health such as out of hours GP services and 
specialist hospital services. It is important that 
freedom of movement of workers be continued e.g.  
teacher qualifications and exchanges.  Strategic 
transport planning for the island makes complete 
sense as does the promotion, marketing, research, 
and product development of tourism. The various 
EU Programmes such as SPPR, INTERREG, Leader II 
are more needed in a post-Brexit Ireland than ever 
before and they should be reviewed for the need of 
the people, rather than any specified criteria related 
to cross-community or any political element. The 

Dublin Government needs to act as a voice in the 
E.U. for the greater number of people in Northern 
Ireland who voted against Brexit.

• The economies of both jurisdictions should be 
enhanced by the other, rather than driven by 
fruitless competition. The level of trade between the 
two economies is one economic aspect which can 
be increased for mutual benefit. 

• The Good Friday Agreement implementation(vi)

needs to accelerate as a matter of priority, e.g. A bill 
of Rights, retention of enforceability of European 
Convention on Human Rights, An Irish Language 
Act in NI, a civic forum(vii) and other matters which 
remain outstanding or are now in doubt following 
the Brexit vote.

• The Republic of Ireland needs to address 
fundamental changes for its own sake but also in 
advance of any unification process. This includes 
a universal health care system, full separation of 
church and state and an equitable tax and social 
welfare system. The Republic needs to be seen as a 
beacon of progressive social and economic policy, 
which an objective viewer in Northern Ireland would 
wish to emulate and, ultimately, join. The 26-county 
state is not yet such a model.

• Constitutional reform should ensure the full 
separation of Church and State and should include 
removal of the Preamble; Rights under arts. 40 
and 44 would need to be extended to non-Citizens 
(particularly for those who continue to assert a 
British only citizenship); Art. 41.3 would need to 
be amended (to remove the 4-year waiting time 
for a divorce); It would also entail the removal 
of requirement of oaths of office for presidency, 
council of state and judiciary (12.8,31, and 34.5.1); 
If there are successful votes for unity then art. 15.2 
would have to be invoked to allow for devolved 
legislature at Stormont to remain in the short 
term following such a border poll. The specific 
model – a single unitary state, a federation or 
strongly devolved local authorities with bicameral 
parliaments in Dublin and Belfast – is a matter for 
the People of Ireland to address as they see fit at 
that point.
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• Northern Ireland needs to make fundamental 
changes, e.g. promote co-education, a timeline for 
the ending of designation of parties on sectarian 
lines (which could be replaced for example by using 
PRSTV in election of First and Deputy First Ministers), 
building up the capacity of exporting industries and 
many confidence-building measures. Progressive 
nationalism requires that the economy and society 
in Northern Ireland succeed in the interest of all our 
citizens and non-citizens who live there and it is 
clear that a model of unification based on the failure 
of Northern Ireland is completely discredited.  The 
challenges we face for the next generation are the 
same; housing, climate change, privatisation of 
public services, aging populations, harshness of tax 
and social welfare codes and inequality. 

• As the Social Democrats wish to work with all parties 
interested in peace and reform – we will not contest 
elections in Northern Ireland in the short term. 
This leaves the Party free to pursue contact with all 
transversal groups to act in a progressive manner in 
the interest of the People so that Social Democracy 
replaces those who focus on just Orange and Green.

(i) The portion of the Good Friday Agreement quoted most frequently by Republicans/nationalists and Irish Government.

(ii) The Good Friday agreement on a border poll requires that the Secretary of State for NI calls a border poll if  it appears likely to 
him that a majority of those voting would vote to be part of  a united Ireland. If such a poll is called and a majority do not vote 
for constitutional change, another poll cannot be called for 7 years. 

(iii) The Scottish government produced a 660 page analysis of changes and matters which would stay the same (down to the level 
of detail of travel passes).

(iv) The Scottish proposed a “realistic” basis of inherited debt to be a lower proportion of GDP than is the case of the UK as a whole 
e.g. apportioned by reference to historic contribution made to the UK public finances by Scotland or by offsetting the national 
debt against the UK’s national assets. 

(v) 11 in NI and 31 in ROI

(vi) www.dfa.ie/media/dfa/alldfawebsitemedia/ourrolesandpolicies/northernireland/20160629-Fresh-Start-and-Stormont-
House-Agreements-Progress-Report.pdf

(vii) A Civic Forum was set up in 2000 but was suspended following collapse of the political institutions in October, 2002 and has 
not been re-established.

A United Ireland – if that is the will of the majorities in 
both jurisdictions – cannot be an end in itself. Nor can 
Dublin merely replace London. The 6,500,000 People 
– Irish, British, both or neither – who share this island 
are entitled to a better way and to the full benefits 
which will accrue from unification itself, the process 
leading up to it and the beneficial changes which 
should occur when one side of the border reflects on 
how things work on the other side.  We have the right 
to expect that a united Ireland acts as a vehicle from 
which a new agreed Ireland can work for all. We have 
a right to a Constitution which reflects our modern 
values, and we have a right that our government(s) 
act in the best interest of all the people of this 
island, based on principles of equality, progress and 
sustainability
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