Our Gaeltacht Housing Plan
The lack of affordable housing poses an existential threat to Gaeltacht Communities and the Irish language. 
The Social Democrats’ Five Point Gaeltacht Housing Plan will: 
1. Create a national housing, planning and development strategy for the Gaeltachtaí.

· Develop, as a matter of urgency, a national policy for the planning of housing and development in Gaeltacht areas.
· Develop Gaeltacht planning guidelines around the statutory duty of local authorities on the preservation of Irish as a community language.
· Publish a Gaeltacht Population and Housing Strategy for each Gaeltacht Language Planning Area to ensure the sustainable growth of Gaeltacht communities.
2. Give Údarás na Gaeltachta clear housing functions.

· Give An tÚdarás powers and funding to directly deliver affordable homes in the Gaeltachtaí.
· Amend Section 17 (c)&(d) of the Gaeltacht Act 2012 to give An tÚdarás a mandate to deliver services essential to the supply of housing on behalf of the local authorities.
· Allow An tÚdarás to purchase land, and develop and sell serviced sites to Irish speakers.


3. Build Affordable Housing in Gaeltacht communities.

· Set a target for affordable purchase home delivery in Gaeltacht areas.
· Support the establishment of new Irish language housing cooperatives, to build new affordable purchase housing schemes exclusively for Irish speakers.
· [bookmark: _Hlk228977853]Strengthen and increase the Residential Zoned Land Tax, and introduce ‘Use It or Lose It’ deadlines for land zoned for multi-site development in Gaeltacht areas.


4. Tackle vacancy and dereliction in the Gaeltachtaí, and restrict short-term lets.

· Increase the availability of homes to rent by prioritising long-term rentals and restricting planning for short-term lets in rural Gaeltachtaí.
· Fund local authorities to compulsorily purchase and renovate vacant/derelict houses in Gaeltacht areas to provide affordable homes.
· Penalise long-term vacancy by increasing the Vacant Homes Tax to 10 per cent.


5. Implement targeted Gaeltacht-specific schemes to generate new accommodation.

· Reinstate the Gaeltacht housing grants scheme, discontinued in 2009, under the Houses (Gaeltacht) Amendment Act 2001.
· Design a ‘Ready to Build’-style Scheme focused on rural Gaeltachtaí.
· Strengthen the Planning and Development Act 2024, and use new zoning regulations to designate properties in Irish speaking areas as being for primary residence-use only.
